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Kerlin Gallery is pleased to present Cloud Cuckoo Land by William McKeown.    
 
Cloud Cuckoo Land was originally shown in 2004, as part of the Douglas Hyde 
Gallery's The Paradise series. Our reconsideration of the installation marks the 
fourth anniversary of McKeown’s passing, and posits that the late artist’s star 
has only continued to rise. As well as celebrating his life and work, the 
exhibition anticipates the lasting influence McKeown seems poised to cast on a 
new generation of artists. 
 
For this immersive exhibition, the gallery is transformed into an artificial 
domestic environment. Intensely saturated, hand-printed wallpaper runs the 
entire length of the space, filling it with a jarring print of cuckoos and nooses. 
This oppressive interior finds its counterpoint in a series of contemplative 
Hope  and Forever paintings, which puncture the wall like small windows. Each 
canvas draws the eye away from its high-impact setting, kicking back against 
its containment and offering a glimpse into the openness and expansiveness of 
light and colour. This concept was at the very core of McKeown's practice. 
 
On the opposite wall are a number of McKeown’s delicate drawings of violets, 
snowdrops, buttercups and poppies, each one marked by a fragility, lightness 
and beauty, bringing indoors the sense of home the artist found within nature. 
 
The exhibition, both in its content and structure, explores the duality found 
within McKeown’s work, encompassing the enduring conflicts between 
containment and freedom, permanence and transience, openness and 
exclusion, feeling and rationality that resurfaced again and again across the 
duration of the artist’s career. 
 
McKeown’s work has recently acquired by a number of leading collections, 
including the Dallas Museum of Art, Texas, the Ulster Museum, Belfast, and 
Dublin City Gallery The Hugh Lane. Solo exhibitions include Lismore Castle 
Arts, Co Waterford (2013); Inverleith House, Edinburgh (2012); Dublin City 
Gallery The Hugh Lane (2011); the Irish Museum of Modern Art (2008); 
Douglas Hyde Gallery (2001, 2004); Ormeau Baths Gallery, Belfast (2002, 
2010) and Project Arts Centre, Dublin (2003). In 2005, he represented 
Northern Ireland at the 51st Venice Biennale. 
 
For further information, please contact Rosa Abbott, rosa@kerlin.ie. 
 
 
GALLERY HOURS: 
Monday–Friday, 10:00 AM–5:45 PM 
Saturday, 11:00 AM–4:30 PM 


